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Ulceration of the scalp: 
lipogranuloma induced by industrial oils 

in an interior decorator

R.  Naranjo-Sintes

To the Editor,

A lipogranuloma or oleoma is a focus or nodule 

association with lipids, usually mineral oil, deposited 

case of oleoma on the scalp in a woman with no previ

The medical history showed that the lesion began 

ther antifungal drugs nor antibiotic therapies brought 

opsy was performed that revealed a lesion consisting 

early medical intervention for augmenting body con

may cause foreign body reactions that lead to lesions 

named according to the injected material, such as par

unclear how the lipid material reached this patient’s 

she had been diagnosed with borderline personality 

The two main important features of lipogranu

detect underlying personality disorders and, second, it 

tial to differentiate lipogranulomas from malignancy 
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Diagnosis of oleomas can be a challenge, particu

conditions can easily be misdiagnosed as malignan

the physician’s most important basis of diagnosis, in 

ings were decisive for making the correct diagnosis 

in cases of such lesions an underlying psychiatric dis
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Figure 1. Ulceration of the scalp with elevated 
edges induced by oil-based paints.

Figure 2. A. Panoramic view of the lesion: 
ulcerated epidermis with lymphohistiocytic 
infiltrate associated with perivascular 
eosinophils in dermis (hematoxylin & eosin). 

B. Oil-induced vacuoles of various sizes 
showing a pseudolipomatosis-type pattern 
(hematoxylin & eosin ×20).


